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FROM THE PASTOR.....

February 22nd will mark the beginning of our Lenten journey for 2012. We
will have an Ash Wednesday service and a Lenten study to help us walk
more closely with God in our daily lives. The invitation to Lent is to create
some extra space and awareness in our routines for silence, reflection,
community, and service. With this invitation comes the promise of
abundance in our lives. When we are able to open our lives to the power of
the Spirit, we are blessed with the joy of living with the awareness that we
are children of God and that all of our lives are sacred. Yet, the temptation
is always great to just add more things to the schedule or to wait for a
better time to walk that Lenten journey. | invite you this year to make Lent a
special season in your life and pray that you will find the strength and
perseverance to spend time during Lent in silence and reflection.

| find the words of Madeleine LOEN
wonderful source of inspiration for times for contemplative silence and
reflection.

The Monkey
Silence is dangerous

We never permit it.

Our vocabulary may not be large

But there is no question that we put it
to constant use.

That's what things are for:

to be used. And used.

And used.

Who knows?

If we didn't talk and chatter from morning
till night (it doesn't matter

whether or not anybody listens; that's
not the point),

Words might start using us.

We never allow silence.

If sometimes it catches us unaware,

| am the first to screech across it
And shatter it to echoing fragments.
You never can tell:

if | listened to the silence

I might discover

that | am real.

May you be blessed during this season with the gift of discovering of your
true self in Christés abundant | ov

Pastor Roula Alkhouri
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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
9:30 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship

FEBRUARY SERMONS

February 5
fiFaith
James 2:1-7
Guest Preacher:
Elder Ron Hallman

and

February 12
AThe River

g1 &KIOR514 |

February 19
AThrough t
Mark 2:1-12

February 22
Ash Wednesday Service
7:00 p.m.

February 25
Saturday Night Alive
Worship
4:15 p.m.
nSpl ashed
John 3: 1-17
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February 26

i Rest ,
Delig
Exodus 20:8-11
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ATTENDANCE
December 2011
December 4 - 153
December 11 - 161
December 18 - 168
e .December 24 - 366
December 25 - 88
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UPCOMING EVENTS.....

SOUPERBOWL of CARING - Sunday February 5th

More than 20 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a single youth
group: ALord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl footbal
a bowl of soup to eat. o Since that day, more tha
across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that is
transforming the time around Super Bowl weekend
serving. Through this mission, young people | ear
world as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to work in charities that provide shelter to the
homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to those in need. Our youth invite us to be part of this
movement by bringing food items and donating money on Sunday, February 5th. They will be

standing by the doorways to receive our offerings. They will also be sorting and organizing the food

after worship. Proceeds will benefit: Care-A-Van Mi ni stries, Stephenods Ta
program.

BIBLE STUDY

Come and join us at 9:30 am on Sundays in the Ch
Making of the New Testament Canon. 0 This course

facilitated by David Post. The course answers basic facts about New Testament books, such as:

when written, by whom, for what purpose, and why the books came to be collected together into a

canon of Scripture. The course begins with an overview of what the New Testament contains in

broad ter ms. We will then consider Paul 6s |l ette
consideration of the Gospels. Then we will consider how the Epistles, the Gospels, and other

writings have come down to us. We will continue our investigation by asking why these books were
widely circulated and how these books became fau
books were selected to form the New Testament.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONREGATION
On February 12, 2012, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held after worship. There will
also be a luncheon that Sunday.

SPF SLEDDING PARTY

On Sunday, February 19, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. the Super Presbyterian Families (all families with
children in the home) are invited to a sledding
Adams Street in Batavia. Please bring your snow tube or sled for this fun event. We will have hot

dogs and drinks. Please bring a dish to pass. There will be a snowman making contest. Feel free to

bring your own decorations. Children of all ages are welcome. We hope for lots of snow on that day!
R.S.V.P. by calling Wendy at 343-4206 or e-mail at waddanis@rochester.rr.com.

SATURDAY NIGHT ALIVE

Our next Saturday Night Alive worship service is set for February 25 at 4:15 p.m. Come as you are

to this relaxed worship experience with high energy music. The service is 45 minutes long with

music, prayers, a celebration of communion, and a message from Pastor Roula. If you would like to

help in leading this service by sharing your musical gifts, please let Pastor Roula know. People of all

ages are invited to come to this service. You may even choose to bring a cup of coffee or tea.

Chil dren are welcome. There wil/l be a childrenods
space is also available adjacent to the chapel. After the service, all will be invited to light

refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. The dates for future services are: February 25, March 24, April

28, May 19, and June 23.



ASH WEDNESDAY i February 22 Pages

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior to Easter

(Sundays are not included). Lent is a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a

period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. Ash Wednesday begins a journey

of working intentionally to center our lives on the love of God. Ash Wednesday is a day when we
acknowledge that our | ives are not always center
the churchés season to acknowledge and seek heal
live as children of God. Traditionally, ashes are put on our foreheads to symbolize our sorrow for not
always living in the ways of love and justice. This year we invite you to the Ash Wednesday service

on February 22 at 7 pm and hope to transform the ashes into "stardust” so that the mark upon the
forehead is not only a reminder of our need for healing but also a reminder of our connection with
Godds creative energy throughout the universe.
beginning of a season of healing and renewal as we journey with Christ.

LENTEN STUDY SERIES

The Bible teaches us to honor the Sabbath. Perhaps there is no other command in which we take
so much pride in breaking. We complain with self-importance of schedules that include little
opportunities for downtime. We check e-mail and answer calls from any location, with interruptions
effectively signaling that busyness is more important than time spent with others. We drag children
from one scheduled activity to the next, unable to resist yet another educational opportunity, as
though frantic to avoid the slightest possibility of boredom. We fill homes and cars with music, news,
talk radio, running from silence. Unable to say no, we are volunteered for swim team duties, book
clubs, and hosting play dates. We cram vacations with travel, amusement, diversions, activities,
junk food, and unfamiliar exercise; we return home exhausted and needing rest. We go, and go,
and go. Yet Sabbath means cease. Stop. Halt. For one moment, stop. Breathe. Listen. Trust.
Trust that the world can get along, for this moment, without you doing. Trust that you are worth
more than the value of what you produce. Trust that you are loved for who you are, not what you
do. Our Lenten study this year will focus on the idea of Sabbath living. We will explore the call
to practice Sabbath rest as an important command to be intentional about paying attention to God in
our lives. We will also study the connection between Sabbath keeping and the disruption of the cycle
of overconsumption and violence in our daily lives. There will be four study sessions. We hope that
you will join us for these studies which are set for the dates and times listed below. You have the
option of attending on Tuesdays or Wednesdays as the same materials would be covered both
days.

February 28 at 12:00 p.m. or February29 at 700p.m. A The Call and Joy of Re¢
March 6 at 12:00 p.m. or March 7 at 7:00 p.m. AThe Rhythm of Creatior
March 13 at 12:00 p.m. or March 14 at 7:00 p.m. AA Deeper Wealtho

March 27 at 12:00 p.m. or March 28 at 7:00 p.m. AWi sdom and Justiceo

REV. BOB KAISER

Rev. Bob and Marilyn Kaiser are being honored on March 2 at Downtown Presbyterian Church.
Dinner at 5:30 pm. Anyone interested in going please contact the church office (343-0505) or Don
Iwanicki (356-6050).

20-30 NEWS

The 20-30 club will begin their meetings for the New Year on March 6, 2012. We will be serving
dinner at 5:00 p.pm. in March so everyone can get home immediately after it gets dark as it is still
Standard Time. Our program will be Lorenzo, the Magician, and a Spaghetti, Meatballs and Italian
Sausage dinner will be served. Reservations can be made by contacting Sandy Dickes at 343-0627
or the Church Office at 343-0505. Further information will be in the March Presbyterian.

Florence Bernard, President



Pages FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION
TRUSTEES CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE

e —

1) Favorable weather has allowed masonry repairs to the bell tower, sanctuary and chapel to
continue through the new year.

2) The basement asbestos removal project is ready to begin as soon as we receive the written
approval of our variance from the New York State Department of Labor.

3) Temporary repairs were made to the sanctuary roof and the entire job will be completed this
spring.

4) Structural repairs to the sanctuary floors supports and north wall will begin as soon as the
asbestos removal is complete.

5) Window repairs will begin shortly to the historic portion of the building (the chapel and office).
6) Considerable time and effort is being spent on the fellowship hall renovation and handicap

access project. When the proposals are finalized they will be presented to the congregation for
review and discussion.

"THANK YOU"
To the dedicated Trustees who are working tirelessly
on preserving and improving our house of worship.

—————————

2012 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES

Number of pledges received through
1/31/12: 100

Pledge total to date: $171,902

If you have not turned in your pledge card,

¥ please do so.
L% \Y 10:4
i
- SAAINTTHsAﬁkHE If you need a pledge card, please contact the
HEART Church office at 343-0505.

| REVROULA A m

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Pledge money received through 1/31/12:
$246,093.18




PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

It's already February! Where did the last month go? There are many of our families on their winter
trips to the south or west, but we have been enjoying unusual weather. Although the days are
getting longer, we could still get some measureable snow. What does Mother Nature have in store
for us? We also have an extra day as it is the Leap Year, "A Day of Grace".

On the bulletin board for Presbyterian Women (near the Parlor) is a list of the missions that we
support in the course of a year. Please take a look as it will give you an idea of how our monies are
distributed. It will also help explain why time spent on dinners, workdays, and other activities is
important to all women of this church. Why not consider (by looking at) the list, HOW YOU CAN
HELP?

Even though we no longer have Circles, collect dues, or have regular meetings, every WOMAN in
the congregation is a member of Presbyterian Women. Our workday for this month is scheduled
for Wednesday, February 15, at 9:00 a.m. First, some of us will be covering coffee cans, as there
are cans ready for the material cover. I'm sure the Genesee County Nursing Home is in need of
them as it has been a while. Second, anyone wishing to work in the kitchen is needed, We will be
trying to straighten the cupboards, drawers and defrost the freezer. Lunch will be provided! Itis a
wonderful time of fun, laughter and great fellowship. Why don't you think of JOINING us?

On July 18-July 22, 2012 in Orlando, Florida, the 2012 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian
Women is scheduled. It is at the Gaylord Palms Resort and Convention Center. The Theme for
the Gathering this year i s " .llvaayone s interébteghie 0 b as ec
attending or would like further information, we have a copy of the Registration Booklet. Please see
me or call me at 762-9261.

An extra day, what a wonderful, unexpected gift is Leap Year's extra day. A realization that this
certainly is a year of grace and we must seize the moment for this day only comes every four
years. For YOUR daily portion of grace consider this prayer, "Just for Today", written by Marjorie
Holmes.

"Oh God, give me grace for this day, Not for a lifetime, nor for next week, nor for

tomorrow, just for this day. Direct my thoughts and bless them, Direct my work and bless it.
Direct the things | say and give them blessing, too. Direct and bless everything that | think and
speak and do. So that for this one day, just this one day, | have the gift of grace that comes
from your presence."

L
Happy Leap Year! oYo
God's Blessings! -AN
Bev Kern, Moderator =

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

CD PLAYER
The Care Ministry Team has purchased and

donated a CD Player to the church. It is available
to be borrowed by anyone who is in the hospital or
sick at home. If you know anyone who would like

to use the CD Player, it is located in the church

office cabinet. Please be sure to fill out the sign

out form.
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2012 CHURCH BOARDS

THE SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Roula Alkhouri
Clerk: Nann K. Zorn

Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014

Robert Ayers Mary Chua Emily Carlson
Emerson Campbell William Cox Bev Hoy
Lisa Kroemer Don Iwanicki Richard McNulty
Kimberly Sunderland Shirley Leyden Sherry Mosher
Marie Smith

Nann K. Zorn Elizabeth Raymond

THE BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Neil Smith

Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014
Michael Anauo Nancy Arras

Dana Charters
Shane Laubacker-Jones

Geraldine Carmichael Tim Baker
Kelly Mountain Steven Petty

Wendy Daniszewski
Patricia Simmons

Tom Schubmehl

Caroline Janofsky
Carol Smith

Richard Lanich Anna Sunderland
Judy Tomkinson Neil Smith

Pamela Pedro
Chelsea Mountain (youth)

Jenna Pedro (youth)

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair: Mac McCampbell

Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014
Steve Cacner Randy Anauo Doug Daniszewski
Barb Galliford Jeff Stevens

Thomas Dickes
Paul Judkins

Daniel Sunderland
Clyde (Mac) McCampbell
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THANK YOU.....

We give thanks to God for the generosity displayed in the giving to the special offerings of our
church. The following amounts were received:

One Great Hour of Sharing: $814.85

Peacemaking: $541

Christmas Joy: $420

PRAYER FOR OUR CONFIRMANDS, PARENTS, AND MENTORS

Please continue to pray for our two young people who are going through the journey of confirmation
this year: Andrea Gilebarto and Ben Vacanti. They have completed the confirmation classes with
Pastor Roula and Elder Richard McNulty. They are currently working with their mentors on
completing 8 lessons and some mission and faith activities. The mentors are Wendy Daniszewski
and Jeff Stevens. The youth and their parents are also participating in four classes designed to
connect their faith with their home life. Both Andrea and Ben are amazingly gifted young people and
we pray that this will be an important part of their journey of faith. When you see in them in church,
please ask them about their confirmation and how they are doing.

FABRIC DONATIONS

The St. Paul d6s Lutheran quilting group iIs in nee
and traditional fabric. If you are able to donate any of these items that you have, they can be
dropped off at the churchdéds address: 31 Washingt

IN-KIND DONATION ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The church has begun using donation acknowledgment forms for in-kind donations (non-cash
donations). If you have made or will be making any in-kind donations to the church, a church group,
program or event, please pick up a donation acknowledgment in the chapel or in the church

office. These acknowledgments will replace past practices regarding in-kind donations at the
request of our accountant.

2012 PER CAPITA

The 2012 per capita apportionment is $27.43 per member. Please make your check payable to
First Presbyterian Church and note "per capita” on the memo line and/or indicate "per capita” on a
pew envelope.

Fruit that grows in vulnerability

AThere is a great differencle between s
fruitfulness . . . Success comes from strength, control,
and respectability. A successful person has the energy to
create something, to keep control over its development,
and to make it available in large quantities. Success
brings many rewards and often fame.

Fruits, however, come from weakness and vulnerability.
And fruits are unique. A child is the fruit conceived
in vulnerability, community is the fruit born through
shared brokenness, and intimacy is the fruit that grows
through touching one another's wounds.
Letds remind one another t hat what br

joy is not successfulness but fruitfulness.
~Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey




YOUTH SCHEUDLE.....

Sunday February 5 ™ - SOUPER BOWL of CARING Collection During Worship
Plan on collecting food at doorways and during the offertory, and sorting
after the service.

Sunday February 12 ™ - Chili Dinner before the Annual Meeting
Join us in preparing the dining room before worship and serving and
cleaning up after the meal. Due to the Chili Dinner and Annual Meeting
there will be no regular Youth Group meeting today.

Saturday February 25 " - ElbaMusical i i Th e Mu s iianee¥at chorch/6:00pm
Come support your fellow youth group
Elba Central School. Meet at church for a ride at 6:00pm, and RSVP to
Liz by February 18 ™ so she can arrange enough transportation for
everyone.

Sunday February 26 ™ - Cameron House with Mission Committee  /~2:15pm-7:30pm Exact
Times TBA

More School Musicals to come in March & check out the schedule on the Youth Bulletin
Board!

II Saturday, February 11
' Music 7:08:00 PM
Doors open at 6:30 PM
First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
300 East Main Street, Batavia
Cost: Free Will Offering
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is the day, yours also the night; you es/H

Your s
Il the bounds of the earth; you made summer and

QD

As we enter February, with winter white all around us, we have so many examples of the beauty of

Godds winter wonderl and. For example, have you |
glistening of the snow as the light shines through is beyond explanation. A poem by Joyce Kilmer

says it so well, Al think | shall never see a p
and |ifts her | eafy arms to pray...Only God can
Al s o, there is a familiar hymn, Aln the Bleak N

winter. Jesus was born when snow had fallen and the air was frigid. What more can be said to

describe how precious this time of year is. The last verse of this song suggests what each of us can

do this time of year to enhance our caring mini
am? If | were a Shepherd, | would bring a lamb. If | were a wise man, | would do my part. Yet, what
can | give Him: give my heart. o

Your care team,
Donna Blake, Mary Chua, Sandy Dickes, Janet Lee ( Mrs.)

JANUARY PRAYER REQUESTS
The Following were Prayer Requests from the month of January found on the back of the weekly
Bulletin. Please continue to keep these people in your prayers.

Ryan Wolcott and his family Peg Friedman Bill and Georgia Hoover
Irene Gates Ginnie Brewster (Roxie Choate) Karie Kilner (Roxie Choate)
Sharon Strong (Nancy Brach) The Family of Dick Post Bev Kern

The Family of Jim Cox Dan Mattice (Nancy Brach) Scott Tanner

Ellie Cacner Millie Marble Rachel Abram

Freeman and Dorothy Edgerton  Lisa Smith (Sharon Kellogg) The Family of Esther Young

The Family of Clayton Awde (Pam The Family of MeTherFanily of $addg Anfie® [We |
Pedro) (Alice Paris)

Mary Knipe-Haour (Bob & Linda  Family & Friends of Donna Taylor
Knipe) (Susan Hoover)




FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS.....

BIRTHDAYS ARE NOT

SHOWN ONLINE, ONLY
IN THE PRINT EDITION.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO

RECEIVE THE MONTHLY

NEWSLETTER IN THE
MAIL PLEASE CALL
TONY AT 343-0505.

SYMPATHIES.....

W

You are important to us
and if we missed out on
including your name for
the February birthdays,
please let us know so we
dondét miss
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It again!

To Mike Pedro on the loss of his uncle Clayton Awde on December 25, 2011.

To Alice Paris on the loss of her cousin Sandy Ames on December 30, 2011.

To Bill Cox on the death of his father Jim Cox on January 8, 2012.

To Corinne lwanicki and Juliet Arnold on the death of their aunt Esther Young on January 14,

2012.

To the family of William Post who moved from this life to more life on Saturday, January 28,

2012.

CONGRATULATIONS.....

Melanie Mosher, daughter of Roger and Sherry Mosher and 2003 Confirmand of Batavia First
Presbyterian Church, graduated Summa Cum Laude on December 11, 2011 from Valparaiso
University in Northwest Indiana. She received a Bachelor's of Arts Degree in German and
History, along with graduating from Valparaiso's Christ Honors College. She served as an Intern
from 2010 to 2011 in the International Studies Department at Reutlingen University, Germany
where she plans to return on February 22, 2012 to further her education. Her address while in

Germany is:
Melanie Mosher, Pestalozzistr
35, Zimmer 516,
72762 Reutlingen, Germany



FEBRUARY 2012 EVENT SCHEDULE

February 2
February 3

February 5

February 6

February 7

February 8

February 9

February 10

February 11

February 12

February 13

February 14

February 15
February 16

February 17
February 19

7:45 pm Sanctuary Choir
4:15 pm Joyful Noise

Westminster Singers after Worship
6:30 - 8 pm Boy Scouts in Fell. Hall

7 pm Christian Education
7-9 pm Genesee Chorale

10 am Worship Planning in Parlor
10 am PW Kanitting in Library
7 pm Joyful Ringers

9 am Retired
Bob Evans Restaurant

7:45 pm Sanctuary Choir

4:15 pm Joyful Noise
6 pmd 9 am Boy Scouts Overnight

7-9 pm Jazz Coffeehouses (Doors
open at 6:30 pm)

Chili Dinner followed by the Annual
Meeting of the Congregation

6:30 - 8 pm Boy Scouts in Fell. Hall
7-9 pm Genesee Chorale

10 am Worship Planning in Parlor
10 am PW Kanitting in Library

7 pm Joyful Ringers

7 pm Session

7:45 pm Sanctuary Choir

4:15 pm Joyful Noise
8: 30

February 20

February 21

February 23
February 24

February 25

February 26

February 27

February 28

Westminster Singers after
Worship

3-5 pm SPF Sledding at
Dani szewski so
6:30 - 8 pm Boy Scouts in Fell.
Hall

7-9 pm Genesee Chorale
7:30 pm Finance Committee

10 am Worship Planning in
Parlor
10 am PW Kanitting in Library

Me n 6FsbruBry 22 a k7 pm $\¢h Wadnesday Service

7:45 pm Sanctuary Choir
4:15 pm Joyful Noise

9 am - 3 pm Mission Committee
in Kitchen
4:15 pm Saturday Night Alive

9 am - 2 pm Mission Committee
in Kitchen

2:15 - 7:30 pm Youth Group at
the Cameron House

6:30 - 8 pm Boy Scouts in Fell.
Hall

7-9 pm Genesee Chorale
7:30

10 am Worship Planning in
Parlor

12 pm Lenten Study in Parlor
10 am PW Khnitting in Library
7 pm Joyful Ringers

am Deacons GebMaye20 i n/gpm Lenten Study in Parlor

H

pm Trustee

D U S

e
X
X
X
X
<

Johnsonos

of fice hours
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The Church Secretary-T o ny
8:30-2:30 pm. If you would like to add an event to the calendar please let him know.

5%
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The deadline for bulletin submissions is every Wednesday at 10 am.
The deadline for articles for the March Newsletter will be on March 22nd.

ar egTue
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